SWASTIKA   OVER   HUNGARY
clean tilings up'? by which they meant to put them in power and
drive out the Jews.
They derided the minor cleaning-up measures which Imredy
took. His Bill to restrict the Jewish share in all business under-
takings and in the professions to twenty per cent of the whole they
dismissed as a bluff, prepared in concert with the Jews to delude
the public into thinking that Jewish influence was to be restricted
whereas in reality nothing would be done, and indeed the visible
effects of this measure were hard to perceive, the visible pre-
ponderance of the Jews in Budapest remaining what it had been.
With the same derision they received the announcement of land
reform measures which, on paper, looked drastic; cland for the
landless5, they said, had been promised times without number and
nothing was ever done, nothing ever would be done until this
reactionary, clerical, Jewish regime was removed.
It was extraordinary to me, who had watched National
Socialism triumph in Germany and Austria and move to its
triumph in the Sudeten-German lands now, to watch it at work
among people of another blood and to find that not a word or a
phrase had been*altered. The barrier of racial independence,
which I had expected to find, was riot there. The Hungarists
said the same things, word for word, as the Nazis in Germany, in
Austria and in Bohemia. When I listened to their leaders I might
have been listening to Hitler in 1930, to Seyss-Inquart in 1937,
to Henlein in 1938. They threatened the same kind of vengeance
on their opponents — 'We'll have them cleaning the streets yet'.
Their badges and flags were almost copies of the Nazi emblems,
their programme and organization were completely attuned to
those of German National Socialism, their leaders from time to
time visited Germany, were honoured guests at the annual Nazi
Rally at Nuremberg.
These Hungarists, sitting round a table, were friendly and
smiling people, just as the Austrian Nazis had been, they did not
bark or thump the table or go red in the face. But I formed the
opinion that if Hungarism comes to full power in Hungary, there
will be at the beginning a period of explosive violence and
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